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 English 9 Syllabus
Please keep this syllabus in your binder at all times!
Mrs. Elizabeth Abend-Navarro







Classroom: 202
Phone: 323-232-9463 ext: 202
Email: elizabeth.abend@animo.org
Website: englishnavarro.weebly.com
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30-4:30 or by appointment. 
WELCOME TO ENGLISH 9!
Course Details:

Ninth grade English Language Arts focuses on the skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Students will develop these skills through the analysis of novels, short stories, poetry, and non-fiction articles and will develop their own writing abilities in a variety of genres. Passing both semesters of English 9 is a high school graduation requirement.  If a student does not pass a semester, he or she will have to repeat the course.  Each semester is worth 5 units. 
Materials:

We will be reading the following novels:
· House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
· To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
All of these novels along with supportive texts will be provided for the student.  Ninth grade students should be prepared to spend time inside AND outside of the classroom to read and respond to texts independently.  
Students MUST have the following items:

· A one-inch three ring binder with dividers
· This binder will be used for Notes, Vocabulary, Grammar, and Writing Samples, and other items and MUST BE IN CLASS DAILY.

· One composition Notebook
· College-ruled lined paper

· 2 Blue or Black pens
· 2 pencils
· Highlighter

· Post-It Notes

Grading:
	90-100
	A

	80-89
	B

	70-79
	C

	60-69
	D

	59 and below
	Fail


Grades in this class will be weighted on the following scale: 
	Summative Assessments

50%
	Formative Assessments

40%

	Completion

10%

	· Essays

· Unit Tests/Timed Writes
· Midterms

· Final Exams

· Projects/Presentations
· Benchmarks


	· Vocabulary Quizzes
· Reading Quizzes
· Grammar Quizzes
· Essay Rough Drafts
· Outlines
· TIEAAC Paragraphs

	· Class Participation
· Class Discussions
· Warm-Ups
· Dialectical Journals
· Blog Posts
· Binder Checks
· Signed Syllabus
· Signed Progress Reports


Late Work Policy: 
	Semester 1
	Semester 2

	Completion – Credit /No Credit 
	Completion- Credit / No Credit 

	Formative/Summative Assessments-  

-Late work is accepted. 

-10% will be deducted per school day the assignment is late

-Students have up to 1 week (5 school days) to submit assignment to the instructor 

-Students may ONLY submit assignments after school. 

NOTE**  The instructor reserves the right to specify instructions for specific assignments.


	Formative/Summative Assessments-  

-Late work is accepted. 

-50% will be deducted per school day the assignment is late

-Students have until the next class period afterschool to submit assignment to the instructor 

-Students may ONLY submit assignments after school. 
NOTE**  The instructor reserves the right to specify instructions for specific assignments.


*Late Work Exceptions: 
· Personal emergencies (please discuss with teacher during office hours)

· School-excused absences

· Some essays and projects will be accepted late, but will be deducted 10% of their total earned scores for each school day the assignment was turned in after the original deadline. Students will be notified in advance (in writing) when this exception is applicable. All other assignments will need to be turned in on time to receive credits credit. 
Absent Work: If absent from school, students are responsible for making up all absent work.  They must find out what they missed from the teacher (during office hours and NOT during class time) or a classmate.  The number of days absent is the number of days allotted for students to complete the absent work (ex: if a student is absent for one day, then that student has one day to make up the work).  If students are aware that they will be absent ahead of time, they are responsible to make-up their work. If there is an outstanding assignment due on the day that students will be absent, they must discuss the deadline with the teacher DURING OFFICE HOURS prior to the assignment’s deadline. 
*If you are not at school, you may email me to receive your missed work. My email is elizabeth.abend@animo.org. Absences will be evaluated on a case by case basis.

Redemptive Opportunities: High expectations will always be upheld.  However, we understand that students sometimes need to be afforded opportunities for success.  Therefore, students will be provided redemptive opportunities when appropriate (i.e. excluding final summative assessments).  Some opportunities include but are not limited to alternative assignments or re-writes.  Students need to understand that it is their responsibility to be proactive in seeking out the redemptive opportunity during office hours and to maximize the opportunities afforded to them.  Failure to follow through with the redemptive opportunity will be logged and will limit a student’s ability to have success in the course.
Academic Honesty: Cheating of any kind (talking during a test, plagiarism, copying homework, etc…) will not be tolerated.  No credit will be given for the assignment, no retakes will be allowed, and your parent and the office will be contacted.
Uniforms: Uniforms will be checked at the door before each class period. Students should adhere to the rules stated in the student handbook for proper dress and consequences for violations.  

Electronics: If an electronic device (cellphone, iPod, DS, headphones, etc.) is seen, it will automatically be taken away. The syllabus is your first warning. On the first infraction, you can pick up your electronic device at the end of the day. On the second infraction, your parent or guardian will have to pick up the device one week after confiscation. On the third infraction, it will be stored in the “June Box” until the end of the school year.

Bathroom Use: In order to use the bathroom, you must have an agenda. When you need to use the bathroom, your pass should be filled out and ready to sign by the time you ask the teacher. If you happen to forget your agenda once or twice, you will be expected to stay after school for the time you used the bathroom (e.g. spent 3 minutes in the bathroom, spend 3 minutes after school with Mrs. Navarro).

Food and Drinks: Absolutely no food is to be eaten in class, including gum! (The only exception is if Mrs. Navarro provides food for the class on special occasions.) Drinks with a cap are allowed. 
Backpacks: Backpacks or purses are to be kept on the floor or on the back of the chair, not in your lap or on the desk.
Tardies: When the bell rings, the door will be closed, so it is extremely important you are in your seat and ready to complete your warm-up (journal) when the bell rings. If you are tardy, you must sign the “Tardy Sheet” once allowed in the classroom. You are required to serve 5 minutes (or more) of detention after school for each tardy. If you choose not to attend, a parent will be notified and the missed detention will be logged in PowerSchool.
Respect For All: Sexist, racist, homophobic, degrading, or any inappropriate language will NOT BE tolerated in this class. ALL hate speech used in class will result in a parent phone call/conference, and will be logged in PowerSchool.
Rewards and Consequences for Following All Classroom Procedures 
Consequences of following the guidelines…
· Advisory points!

· Positive phone calls/notes home/PowerSchool logs
· Shout Outs!
Consequences of breaking the guidelines…
· Negative advisory points

· Verbal Warning

· Being asked to step outside to talk privately

· Phone call home/parent conference/Negative PowerSchool logs
· Office Referral
**I reserve the right to change, update or overrule any policies and procedures outlined in this syllabus. **
Please detach, sign, and return to Mrs. Navarro with required supplies by Monday, August 19, 2013.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
By signing below, I have read and understood the expectations listed above and commit to the responsibilities detailed above.
___________________________________

____________________________________
Student Name




Parent/Guardian Name
___________________________________

____________________________________

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature
